
 

 

 

McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 22, 2011 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order 
at 9:00 a.m. by Board Chair Beverly Wangerin in the County Board Room. 
Commissioners Nies, Bayerl, Terlinden and Wright were present.  County Administrator 
Patrick Melvin, County Attorney Michael Junge, County Auditor-Treasurer Cindy Schultz 
and HR Director Mary Jo Wieseler were also present.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
RETIREMENT RECOGNITION OF DENNIS JOHNSON 
  
The Commissioners presented a plaque to Dennis Johnson in appreciation for his 
dedicated service to the McLeod County Sheriff’s Office from January 2, 1992 through 
March 31, 2011. 
  

 CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS  
 
The following items were added to the agenda:   

 Awarding of Highway project SAP 43-602-26, concrete overlay on CSAH 2. 

 Awarding of SAP 43-709-002 and SAP 43-623-06, bituminous overlays in CSAH 
109 and 23. 

 Consideration of Resolution CB-11-10, Declaring a State of Emergency for the 
Snow Melt/Flood of 2011.  
 

The following item was removed from the agenda: 

 Discussion about legal counsel for personnel issues. 
  
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda as revised. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 

A) Approval of February 22, 2011 County Board Meeting Minutes and Synopsis. 
B) Approval of March 8, 2011 County Board Meeting and Synopsis. 
C) Approval of March 4, 2011 Auditor’s Warrants. 
D) Approval of March 10, 2011 Auditor’s Warrants. 
E) Approval of March 11, 2011 Auditor’s Warrants. 

 
Terlinden/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda. 



 

 

 
PAYMENT OF BILLS – COMMISSIONER WARRANT LIST 
 
 

General Revenue                         $77,490.26     
Road & Bridge                              $61,771.32 
Solid Waste                                  $43,344.74 
Special Revenue Fund                  $      72.42 
 

Terlinden/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to approve payment of bills totaling 
$182,678.74 from the aforementioned funds. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE– Emergency Management Director Kevin Mathews 
 

A. Kevin Mathews updated the Board as to the flooding situation.  There was a levy 
washed away this morning in Brownton and that City declared a State of 
Emergency and is utilizing four pumps in an attempt to remove the water.  
Sanitary sewers in Stewart were backing up and that will probably be the case in 
other cities.  Mr. Mathews is requesting that the Board approve the Resolution 
declaring a State of Emergency in McLeod County.  By declaring a State of 
Emergency the County Board is allowing mutual aid agreements to be activated 
to help deal with the crisis.   

 
Terlinden/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution CB-11-10, 
Declaring a State of Emergency for the Snow Melt/Flooding of 2011. 
 
ROAD AND BRIDGE – Assistant Engineer Chad Hausmann 
 

A. Chad Hausmann requested approval of Resolution 11-RB02-07, 2011-2015 
Bridge Program. This is required by MN/DOT State Aid as it is used by MN/DOT 
to prioritize bridges on a state-wide level when requesting funding through the 
Legislature. 

 
Bayerl/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve Resolution 11-RB02-07, 2011-
2015 Bridge Program. 
 

B. Approval is requested for an Agreement for sharing GIS data with the City of 
Brownton.  This Agreement is similar to other agreements that GIS has to allow 
sharing of data. 

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously to approve an Agreement to share GIS 
data with the City of Brownton. 
 

C. Approval is requested to accept the low bid on SAP 43-623-06 and SAP 043-
709-02, bituminous overlays on CSAH 109 and 23 in Lester Prairie.  Low bid 
was from Wm. Mueller & Sons, Inc. from Hamburg, Mn at a cost of $123,257.55. 



 

 

This was 25.73% under the Engineer’s estimate. Work will begin as soon as 
conditions permit.  The one and a half inch overlay will occur on a one and a half 
mile length of roadway. 

 
D. Approval is requested to accept the bid on SAP 043-602-026, concrete overlay 

on CSAH 2.  Low bid was from Duininck, Inc. from Prinsburg, Mn at a cost of 
$476,534.61.  This was 6.98% over Engineer’s estimate.  Work will begin after 
April 15, 2011 and is to be done by July 15, 2011. After milling off three inches 
from the roadway and doing the concrete overlay the road will consist of five 
inches of concrete.  The overlay area of the roadway is 1.4 miles.    

 
Bayerl/Terlinden motion carried unanimously for approval of low bid from Wm. 
Mueller & Sons, Inc. from Hamburg, Mn at a cost of $123,257.55. for SAP 43-623-
06 and Duininck, Inc. from Prinsburg, Mn at a cost of $476,534.61 for SAP 43-709-
002 and SAP 43-602-26. 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE – Chief Deputy Tim Langenfeld 
 

A. Chief Deputy Langenfeld presented details on the request to purchase 
equipment for new squad cars that were previously authorized.  Items requested 
for the two Chargers and the Tahoe include prisoner transport systems, push 
bumpers and various lighting equipment.  The equipment for the Chargers will 
total $3,245.80 and the equipment for the Tahoe will total $2,569.79. The total 
cost will be $5,815.59 which includes shipping and there is no tax charged on 
this purchase since the equipment will be placed on marked patrol units. 

 
Wright/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve the request to purchase 
equipment for two new squad cars and a Tahoe totaling $5,815.59 from 
Emergency Automotive Technologies, Inc. of Oakdale, Mn. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – Environmentalist Roger Berggren 
 

A. Roger Berggren provided details for the Board to consider entering into an 
agreement with Central Applicators Inc. from Foley, Mn to do brush spraying on 
County Ditches for 2011.  This is the same company and rate as in the previous 
three years of ditch spraying.  The cost is $50 per hour plus the cost of 
chemicals.  The County’s cost for spraying was $13,552, $16,326, and $18,921 
during this time period of 2008-2010.  Entering into this Agreement will continue 
the three year ditch spraying cycle.  This is normal maintenance and will help 
keep County costs down in the future by preventing the growth of larger trees 
and brush.  

 
Sibley County does aerial spraying of the ditches at a cost of $31.50 per aerial 
acre or 5.5 acres per mile, totaling $173.25 per mile.  Commissioner Wright 
would like a trial with aerial spraying and he will work with Mr. Berggren to 



 

 

determine where and when it should be done.  Possible ditches for aerial 
spraying include ditches 04 and 63.  
 
At a recent Joint Ditch Meeting, there was discussion regarding the need to apply 
for a NPDES permit.  This permit is required by the MPCA at a cost of $2,500 if 
an entity sprays more than 1,200 acres annually over water or if the runoff could 
go in the water.  For the County, this would include all the spraying done by the 
Parks and Highway Departments and the ditch spraying.  An estimate would be 
that the ditch spraying involves 112 acres.  There was question as to how much 
spraying the Highway Department does with the belief that the County does not 
reach the 1,200 acre threshold. 
 
Central Applicators, Inc. also removes larger brush and trees from ditches with 
specialized equipment that had been previously presented to the Board.  
Commissioner Bayerl expressed an interest in working with Mr. Berggren to 
schedule on a trial basis larger brush removal in a ditch located in his district. 
 

Nies/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to enter into an agreement with 
Central Applicators, Inc. of Foley, Mn to do brush spraying on County ditches for 
2011 per the map presented by Roger Berggren and to schedule on a trial basis 
aerial spraying and removal of larger brush and trees within the County ditches. 

         
MEADA – Social Worker Thea Klause, Sheriff Rehmann, Health Educator II Jean 
Johnson 
 

A. Information was presented to the Board regarding the Take It To The Box 
Program.  This Program, which will start April 1, 2011, promotes the safe use, 
storage and disposal of unneeded prescription and over-the-counter 
medications.  There will be disposal boxes located at the Sheriff’s Office in 
Glencoe, Winsted Police Department and at the Hutchinson Police 
Department.  The Solid Waste Department will be paying the cost for proper 
disposal of the medications. 

 
B. Information was presented regarding Zero Alcohol Providers (ZAP).  This 

program is a sub-committee of Methamphetamine Education and Drug 
Awareness (MEADA) of McLeod County and its goal is to change the current 
culture, to eliminate alcohol being provided to children and to hold adults 
accountable.  There have been posters created which will be put up during 
the prom/graduation timeframe and postcards will be mailed to parents.  
Underage DWI’s have gone done in recent years however studies have not 
been conducted to determine if there is a connection between the decrease 
and the start of the Program. 

 
C. Other programs that MEADA has been involved in include: the Battle of the 

Bands for ages 13 – 20, which sent two bands to play at the State Fair last 
year; Dr. Victor DeNoble, who was influential in taking on the large tobacco 



 

 

companies, numerous speaking events, and for this year a speaker to present 
locally on preventing bullying. 

 
CENTRAL SERVICES – Central Services Coordinator Betty Werth 
 

A. Consider approval to purchase 3 Ricoh MPC5501 Digital 
Copier/Printer/Scanners from IKON Office Products from St Cloud, Mn for a 
price of $16,488.00 each from the state contract.  These will replace copiers 
currently in the Sheriff’s Office, which is 9 years old, in Public Health, which is 
10 years old and Central Services, which is 12 years old. Funding for the 
copier for the Sheriff’s Office will come from Cash and Carry Funds and from 
Capital Equipment Notes for Public Health and Central Services.  

  
Bayerl/Nies motion carried unanimously to purchase three Ricoh MPC5501 Digital 
Copier/Printer/Scanners from IKON Office Products from St Cloud, Mn for $16,488 
per machine with $16,488 from Cash and Carry Funds and the remaining $32,976 
from Capital Equipment Notes. 
 

B. Consider approval to enter into a 5-year full service maintenance agreement 
with IKON Office Products from St Cloud, Mn for a 60 month fixed rate of 
$127.68 per quarter for each of the aforementioned machines plus $.0089 per 
black/white copy and $.0830 for each color copy. 

 
Wright/Nies motion carried unanimously to approve three five-year full service 
maintenance agreements with IKON Office Products from St Cloud, Mn for a 60 
month fixed rate of $127.68 per quarter for each of the aforementioned machines 
plus $.0089 per black/white copy and $.0830 for each color copy. 
 

C. Consider canceling insurance coverage for the Solid Waste Peterbilt truck 

and various trailers (see below list) covered under Great West Casualty 

Company through AMP Insurance, Fergus Falls, Mn and transfer these items 

back onto the Minnesota County Intergovernmental Trust (MCIT) insurance 

schedule. Items were scheduled under AMP Insurance in June of 2006 

because MCIT was not able to offer inter-state and cargo related coverage 

which was required when the equipment was used to haul recyclable 

materials to end users in states other than Minnesota. It was confirmed from 

the last Board meeting that this equipment is used only for transportation 

within Minnesota. This will be a savings of $3,821 per year.  

Owned by McLeod County 

 2005 Peterbilt Conversion 1XP7DB9XX5D873221  

 2000 Theurer Trailmobile 1PTO1JAH5Y8002170  

 2006 Tri Axle Side Dump 1S9DS42386S819353  

 1995 Great Dane Trailer 1GRAA0629SB080405  



 

 

 1994 Wilson Flatbed 1W1BKA6BRE306949  

 2000 Strick Trailer 1S12E9538YE464289  

Leased Trailers from Citi-Cargo & Storage, Eagan, MN  

 1999 Utility Trailer 1UYVS2530WC521324  

 1998 Utility Trailer 1UYVS253XWP06512  

 1998 Utility Trailer 1UYVS2539WC521306  

 1998 Utility Trailer 1UYVS53WWC514505  

 2001 Utility Trailer 1UYVS25332C710107  

 2001 Utility Trailer 1UYV525302C710145   

Leased Trailer from United Trailer Leasing, Blaine, MN  

 2000 STR 1S12E9538YE464289 
 
Wright/Nies motion carried unanimously to cancel insurance coverage on the 
aforementioned equipment with AMP Insurance of Fergus Falls, Mn and add this 
equipment to the insurance schedule with Minnesota Counties Intergovernmental 
Trust. 
 
PARKS – Director Al Koglin 
 

A. Al Koglin sought Board support for an application for funding for the Dakota Trail.  
Carver County and Three Rivers District will have the Dakota Rail Recreational 
Trail completed up to the Carver/McLeod County line in 2012.  The McLeod 
County Regional Rail Authority, which owns the trail, has hired the Company 
SRF to put in an application for Legacy Funds to complete the 2 mile portion of 
the Trail through Lester Prairie to CSAH 1. The DNR currently leases the trail but 
Legacy funding does not allow for the DNR or State to own the property, so there 
will have to be some work done.  The project will cost approximately $175,000 - 
$225,000 and will require a 20% match.  Resolution 11-CB-08 is in support of the 
Regional Rail Authority’s request for funding for the Dakota Trail.  

 
Nies/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to pass Resolution 11-CB-08, Support for 
the Trails Legacy Grant Application, Dakota Rail Trail. 
 
AUDITOR-TREASURER – Cindy Schultz 
 

A. Cindy Schultz informed the Board that the County cannot have a negative 
balance in the Ditch Fund as of December 31, 2010.  It is impossible to assess 
what repairs will need to be done throughout the year and plan for these 
expenses.  The deficit for the Ditch Fund for 2010 is $87,900.  In previous years 
the Ditch Fund has been in the negative for amounts ranging from $28,000 to up 
to $100,000. 

 



 

 

Nies/Terlinden motion carried unanimously for Resolution 11-CB-09 to make a 
temporary loan of $87,900 from the General Revenue Fund to the Ditch Fund to 
cover negative County and Ditch Fund balances dated 12/31/2010. 
 
The Board was also asked to determine the 2010 interest rate to be charged for ditch 
loans.  In 2008 and 2009 the interest rate was 4% and 3% respectively.  Cindy’s 
recommendation was to set it at 1% for 2010.  
 
Bayerl/Wright motion carried unanimously that the interest rate shall be 1% on 
the aforementioned loans approved under Resolution 11-CB-09. 
 
ASSESSOR – Sue Schulz 
 

A. Sue Schulz presented information regarding a possible Tax Court settlement on 
parcel 23.401.0010, the Cashwise property in Hutchinson, owned by Coborn’s 
Realty Company Limited Partnership.  The settlement reduces the estimated 
market value for 2009 payable from $3,744,300 to $3,550,000 and for 2010 
payable from $3,818,200 to $3,600,000. Payable 2011 remains the same.  This 
is a net reduction of $15,000 for 4 years, $5,000 of which would have gone to the 
County. 

 
Nies/Wright motion carried unanimously for Attorney Mike Junge to sign the 
settlement offer documents and Assessor Sue Schulz to reduce the 2009 payable 
on parcel 23.401.0010 from $3,744,300 to $3,550,000 and for 2010 payable from 
$3,818,200 to $3,600,000. 
 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
 

A.  A letter was presented from Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership seeking 
Board authorization to administer the Renter Rehab Deferred Loan Program 
(RRDL) within McLeod County.  There were questions about how active the 
Program has been in McLeod County and the Board elected to table this issue 
until more information was known. 
 

Nies/Bayerl motion carried unanimously to table Resolution 11-CB-06, Support 
for the Southwest Minnesota Housing Partnership to participate in the Minnesota 
Housing Finance Agency, Renter Rehab Deferred Loan Program (RDDL). 
 

A. Recommendations for the March 15, 2011 Staffing Request Review Committee: 
 

1. Consider hiring summer workers for Highway Department.  
 

Recommendation:  Hire 4 summer workers for the Highway Department 
one of which will be pursued through Central Minnesota Jobs and Training 
Services. 

 



 

 

2. Consider hiring full-time Social Worker – Child Welfare (grade 22) due to 
promotion. 

 
Recommendation:  Hire full-time Social Worker – Child Welfare (grade 22) 
due to promotion. 
 

Nies/Wright motion unanimously approved the March 15, 2011 Staffing Request 
Review Committee recommendations. 
 

B. Discussion was held on the Washington Fly-In, to be held June 14 -16, 2011.  
Commissioner Terlinden is interested in attending and Commissioner Nies may 
be interested if it can help the Highway 15 Coalition.  Administrator Melvin is to 
provide more information to Commissioner Nies as to the registration deadline. 

 
Bayerl/Wangerin motion carried unanimously to approve the out-of-state travel 
for any Commissioner interested in attending the Washington Fly-In. 
 

C. A summary of the long-range plans that departments had previously presented 
was distributed to each Commissioner.  A Board Workshop will be scheduled for 
the afternoon of April 5, 2011 to discuss these items further and prioritize items.  
Discussion was held concerning the current debt which will be paid off in 2012 
and the implications that Legislative bills restricting County’s levy might have on 
the County in the future if passed.   

 
Wright/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to close the meeting to discuss 
2011 labor negotiations. 
 
Bayerl/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to open the meeting. 
 
Bayerl/Terlinden motion carried unanimously to adjourn at 1:17 p.m. for the 
month of March. 
 
 
 
ATTEST 
 
 
_____________________________       ___________________________________ 
Beverly Wangerin, Board Chair Patrick Melvin, County Administrator 
 


